
Hi, 

I hope this reaches you well and that exam season is going okay! 

I’m writing to follow up the office-bearer welcome session we held last week, to give further 

information on some of the things we talked about and to let you know that all of the resources 

mentioned to help you are available here: https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/getinvolved/societies/ 

The Activities team, based in the Connect Office in Potterrow, are of course always happy to help 

too!  You can contact them at societies@eusa.ed.ac.uk or drop into see them during working hours. 

We promised to update you about various developments happening at the moment so I’m including 

some important information – please read it carefully! 

There are 3 key developments: 

Pleasance Redevelopment 

Block Booking for 2015-16 

Give it a Go Programme – November 2015 

  

     1. Pleasance Redevelopment 

Many of you will know that we are working with the university on a major refurbishment of the 

whole of Pleasance, and that we had announced earlier this month that work would start in 

September on the Theatre block and Cabaret Bar.  As mentioned previously the phasing was still 

subject to change, and we can now confirm final phasing. There have been changes to the plan of 

work – this is very positive in that the work will now take place over 2 years rather than 3.  However, 

the rephasing of this project does mean work happening in a different order which has significant 

impacts on some societies. 

The Theatre/Cabaret Bar block is now going to be worked on in year 2, and so it will be available for 

use for societies as part of the block bookings/one-off bookings process that begins shortly. 

Year 1 sees 60 Pleasance, Quaker Meeting House and the Salisbury Building all being refurbished, 

but not all at the same time.  Quaker meeting house was previously not used, so the addition of this 

space (which will include high quality dance rehearsal space) is a real benefit. 

Year 2 sees the Theatre block, and 48a being refurbished as previously outlined. 

I know this causes some new issues for some of you, and totally sympathise with people thinking 

about alternative arrangements. We’re here to help you with all of that and ensure that your society 

activity can go ahead as usual despite the redevelopment, so there’s no need to worry. Below we’ve 

aimed to outline exactly what the implications are, but feel free to get in touch if there’s anything 

you’re not sure about – you can reach us on societies@eusa.ed.ac.uk. 

  

What this means: 

The work will be starting at the end of September/beginning of October - we WILL have all of 

Pleasance available for Freshers' Week and are planning for the Societies Fair to take place there in 

Freshers’ Week this year. 
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We appreciate that those of you who currently use 60, particularly to store equipment/society 

belongings, will need support at this stage.  We will be offering alternative secure storage on site, 

although some of you may have very specific requirements and we would urge you to get in touch 

with us now so that we can discuss how best to support you. 

Plans for 60 Pleasance include a Media Hub, so we’ll be contacting FreshAir and The Student to gain 

your feedback to feed into the detailed specifications that are being drawn up over the next month 

or so. As before, please feel free to contact us with any questions or to arrange meetings about 

alternative arrangements, funding opportunities to help with displacement, or any other queries at 

all. Even if we’ve previously met, please feel free to get in touch again about how you’re affected in 

the new phasing. 

With this new scheme now formally confirmed, block booking can go ahead. 

  

    2. Block bookings 

  

One-off and Block Bookings for Semester 1 2015 

With over 240 societies, our rooms are in extremely high demand. To be as fair as possible, all 

booking requests for each Semester are received in one go, then rooms allocated according to need. 

For more info, see the section on Rooms from our Welcome Training for Office Bearers. 

For more info on individual rooms and so on, please consult the following before putting a room 

request in: 

Room Info Spreadsheet 

Room Layout Illustrations 

Technician Booking Guide 

Full Ts & Cs 

Short Ts & Cs 

You will also be sent details of what has already been booked on Monday 4th May, so you know 

what rooms/times to avoid. This is very important: if you request a room/time that is already in use, 

your request will not go through. 

The form will be open from 10am Tuesday 5th May to 5pm Wednesday 6th May.  Once all requests 

have been processed, you will be contacted by the Room Bookings Office.  We have put various 

measures in place to continue to improve the timescale we’re working to, so whilst processing may 

take some time, we’ll endeavour to contact you as soon as possible.  

  

    3. Give it a Go! 

Give it a Go is an exciting new initiative we are piloting for 2 weeks in November (weeks 

commencing 9 and 16 November).  Give it a Go aims to encourage students who perhaps haven't got 

round to getting involved in Societies or other activities, and to make it really easy for them to see 

and try out a whole range of things and make the most of the thousands of opportunities 
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available.  We’re really hoping you can help us develop a varied programme, by making a social 

event open to anyone, or by offering a short taster session.  This might be a dance workshop, a 

debate, a beginners session, cultural night or an 'Intro to....' your group and their activity.  Just a 

chance for new people to try something different, and an opportunity for you to showcase the 

amazing things you do.  We'll be promoting Give it a Go widely to encourage as many students as 

possible to try just one new thing, so it's a great opportunity to promote your activity with support 

from us and hopefully gain some new members! 

If you would like to offer a session as part of our Give it a Go programme, use our One-Off 

Bookings scheme to do this and make sure you tick the Give it a Go Event box AND add Give it a 

Go as part of the name of your event e.g: Give it a Go: Breakdance. 

Finally, we know that many of you have put in Freshers Week events requests.  Now that Pleasance 

plans have been confirmed we will be able to finalise these and you will hear from our FW team over 

the next week or so, so keep an eye out. 

Thanks so much for all your input and cooperation while I know you’re all busy with uni work! I hope 

you all have a good exam season and are excited about the great year ahead for all your societies. 

  

Best wishes, 

Eve 

  

 


